
MINIMUM ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 
At a minimum, an applicant must meet all the following initial eligibility criteria, depending upon the type of grant the 
applicant is seeking, to be considered for funding by the Rural Health Systems Program 

COLLABORATIVE GRANT: 

• The lead agency must be a healthcare provider with the ability to enter into the grant and/or loan agreements 
required under the program. A lead agency, which is organized as a for-profit entity will not be eligible for 
funding.  

• The lead agency must collaborate with other health care providers, support/ancillary service providers, and/or 
community support service providers in the county or service area in which the lead agency is located.  The lead 
agency must evidence this collaboration by obtaining the signature(s) of collaborating parties.  

• The lead agency must be located in a Medically Underserved Area (MUA) or a Health Professional Shortage Area 
(HPSA), as defined by the Office of Community and Rural Health Services. In the absence of being located in a 
MUA or HPSA, a waiver of the MUA or HPSA status must be granted by the Office of Community and Rural 
Health Services, or other appropriate agency charged with oversight of MUA designations, prior to the application 
deadline.  

• Matching funds of "one to one" are required for all Collaborative Grants. A lead agency must establish the “one to 
one” match by either detailing the in-kind contribution to be made by the Lead Agency and/or its collaborating 
parties or by specifying the actual dollar amount of funds it will use to match the funds awarded by the program.  

• Current on Workers' compensation, HCA financial disclosure requirements and state taxes. 
• Focus Area:   

 Electronic Health Record Stage 1 Meaningful Use  

• Project commitment to participation in WV Health Information Network 
• Must detail entire budget, even if project exceeds $50,000. 
• Significant progress toward implementation of a certified electronic health record as 

demonstrated in a long-range plan.  The long-range plan, shall demonstrate the following:  
modules completed, related costs, modules to be completed, related costs and any cost for support 
and training. 

• Financial hardship that places implementation of the certified electronic health record in 
jeopardy.  This  must be demonstrated by submission of 12 months of audited financial 
statements and additional information as requested. 

• Facilities that have met the Stage 1 meaningful use requirements or do not have a financial 
hardship as evidenced in their financial statements are not eligible for funding. 

• Purpose of grant is to help facilities to meet final funding piece necessary to meet Stage 1 
Meaningful Use requirements. 

CRISIS GRANT: 

• Essential health services must be at risk. The applicant is required, as a part of the crisis application, to submit an 
explanation and supporting documentation of how and why essential health services are being threatened in the 
county and/or service area.  

• The applicant for a crisis grant must be facing closure or severe financial difficulties and such problems must 
impact upon the delivery of essential health care services to the people and/or community that the applicant 
serves.  

• The applicant should investigate and use possible collaborative opportunities with other service providers in the 
community and/or service area to insure sustainability of essential health services.  

• The applicant is required as a part of the crisis application to submit sufficient evidence that the applicant is facing 
closure or is having severe financial difficulties.  



• The applicant should submit with their crisis application documents such as current balance sheets, financial 
reports, extraordinary costs, etc.  

• In the event that an applicant is seeking crisis funds for a capital repair such as roof replacement, boiler 
replacement, the applicant must establish that the need for the capital repair is exigent; other funding sources were 
unavailable or insufficient to cover the entire cost of the capital repair.  

• The agency requesting crisis funding must be a healthcare provider with the ability to enter into the grant and/or 
loan documents required under the program.  An agency, which is organized as a for-profit entity, will not be 
eligible for funding, unless such agency is a critical access hospital.  

• There is no need to establish a “one to one” match when submitting a crisis application.  However, the Applicant 
does need to submit evidence indicating that the Applicant has sought funding from other sources.  

• The lead agency must be located in a Medically Underserved Area (MUA) or a Health Professional Shortage Area 
(HPSA), as defined by the Office of Community Health Systems. In the absence of being located in a MUA or 
HPSA, a waiver of the MUA or HPSA status must be granted by the Office of Community Health Systems, or 
other appropriate agency charged with oversight of MUA designations, prior to the application deadline.  

• Current on workers’ compensation, HCA financial disclosure requirements and state taxes.  


